
satisfactory results has been the frequent consulting of opti¬
cians instead of oculists. The eye is not a merely mechanical
machine, which, when "out of order," simply requires for its
correction a pair of glasses. It is one of the most delicate and
complex organs of the body, liable to the diseases of other
living structures, and extremely sensitive to improper treat¬
ment, including the adjusting of glasses, which, if improperlyperformed, often leads to the direst consequences. Pathologic
ocular conditions, including refractive errors, can not be
properly diagnosed and treated without a good medical educa¬
tion, supplemented by special ocular instruction, fair judg¬
ment and experience. It is, therefore, almost an insult to
intelligence to urge that even the best opticians are incapableof passing judgment upon diseased ocular conditions or of prop¬
erly correcting refractive errors, although they may frequentlyhappen to give good satisfaction in recommending a pair of
glasses. The truth is that in undertaking such work they are
practicingmedicine and should be legally restricted in their trade
to selling, dispensing and manufacturing glasses, a principle
which has been recently emphasized by the Ohio legislature
in an act restraining opticians from prescribing glasses, under
improper circumstances.—Abstract of paper by Frank Allport,
Educational Review, Sept. 1, 1897.

PRACTICAL NOTES.
Warning Against the Use of Dry Boric Acid in Otitis Media Puru.

lenta.—Memorabilien mentions that when the secretion is scanty,
the powder has a tendency to form a crust with it, and close the
opening.

Urine Tests In Laryngology.—Mulford mentions several cases
of ear or throat trouble in which the treatment was indicated
by testing the urine. The local disturbance vanished with the
general treatment instituted.

Bactericidal Power of Iodoform Increased.—Thomalla of Berlin
has added 5 per cent, polymerized formic aldehyde to iodoform
and reports that suppurations dry up and wounds heal much
more rapidly and thoroughly than with the iodoform alone.—
Semaine Méd., July 28.

Delirium Tremens Paraldehydicum.—Reinhold adds another to
the five cases on record of acute delirium tremens produced by
excessive use of paraldehyd (in his case 60 grams had been
taken daily for some time to cure insomnia). The symptoms
abated and absolute recovery followed in sixteen days. All the
other cases also recovered completely.—Wien. Min. Woch.,
August 5.

Cure of Vomiting in Pregnancy by Prolonged Palpation.—J. Geof¬
froy states in the Gaz. Méd. de Liege, of Sept. 2, that the vom¬

iting is caused by reflex contraction of parts of the alimentary
canal, pylorus, duodenum, secondary to contraction and hyper-
esthesia of the ilio-pelvic angle of the colon. Prolonged palpa,
tion reveals the existence of the contraction at this spot and is
also the cure for it, rapid and certain, in one to three brief
seances. He adds several convincing observations.

Nicoladoni's Suture in Resectio Recti.—The proximal stump
remaining after the resection is drawn out through the anus
without force and sutured to a ring made of wire wound with
gauze 3 to 4 cm. in diameter. The greater part of the mucosa
is removed from the distal end, and a few internal sutures then
suffice to fasten the invaginated ends together. The ring
allows irrigation to keep the rectum clean from fecal matters.
He gives saline laxatives, never opium. Two cases thus sutured
have demonstrated the advantages of the ring.—Prof. C.
Nicoladoni in Cbl. f. Chir., September 4.
Treatment of Chronic Constipation with Creosote.—It is an¬

nounced that creosote not only breaks up the most inveterate
case of constipation, but improves the general health. It acts
probably, by neutralizing some toxin that has been paralyzing
the nerves of the intestinal tube. Its beneficial action was dis¬
covered by V. de Holstein, who has contributed an article to
the Semaine Méd., on the subject (September 1). He admin-

isters seven to eight drops twice a day, after the two principal
meals, in a glass of milk, beer, or water, with or without wine.
He uses pure beech creosote, and commences with one drop,
increasing one drop a day, until the requisite dose is de¬
termined.

A New Phenomenon observed in Facial Peripheral Paralysis, is
reported by Bordier and Frenkel in the Semaine Médicale of
September 8. The subject affected with severe peripheral
facial paralysis is unable to close his eyes when requested,
without turning the eyeball of the side involved upward and
slightly outward. This sign indicates the gravity of the
prognosis, and the progress toward recovery as it gradually
disappears.

Sanoform.—P. Sternberg of Berlin, describes in the Ther.
Mon., July, his favorable experience with sanoform. He has
used it in ninety cases, thirty-seven of them fresh wounds.
The powder was applied copiously after cleaning the wound
with an occlusive bandage. In two to four days the bandage
was changed, when the wound was found healed in most of the
cases. If necessary a second dressing was made, under which
the wound healed smooth. In twenty-eight cases there was

suppuration, abscesses, panaritium, etc., which were first
lanced and curetted. When the bandage was changed they
were found almost completely dry, and at the second change of
the bandage most of them were quite healed. Fourteen cases
of fissures and rhagades were treated with a 10 per cent, sano-
form-lanolin salve and healed in the shortest time. Six cases
were tamponed with sanoform gauze, which is sterilizable.—
Ther. Woch., August 1.

Acute Purulent Arthritis due to Pneumococcl.— Fournier and
Courmont (Revue de Médecine, September 10, p. 681), maintain
that in addition to subacute and chronic forms of arthritis due
to pneumococci, there occurs also an acute phlegmonous form,
of which they describe an illustrative case. From the anatomo-
pathologic point of view, three degrees of arthritis due to pneu¬
mococci may be described : 1, the mild form without macro¬

scopic lesion ; 2, the form attended with simple hydrarthrosis ;
3, the ordinary purulent form ; 4, the form presenting osteo-
arthritis with cartilaginous and osseous lesions, which occurs
rather more frequently than is generally believed. In the
course of arthritis due to pneumococci, death, which occurs
rather frequently, is due most often to secondary generalization
of the micro-organism to other serous membranes (pleura, peri¬
cardium, meninges), and rarely to the primary infection. This
generalization may be attributed to impaired resistance of the
soil, and to maintained virulence of the micro-organism, even
after its passage through the articulation. This virulence,
however, seems in certain cases to be attenuated in proportion
to the multiplicity of the lesions.

Inflammatory Conditions of the Uterus, Adnexa and Pelvic Periton¬
eum with Intrauterine Irrigations.—From Tomsk comes the an¬

nouncement by Prof. J. N. Grammatikati, that all the above
conditions are healed with the best results, even the most
obstinate endometritis and gonorrheal affections, with daily
irrigations for an average of forty days, with one gram of the
solution : Alumnol, 2.50 ; tinctura iodi and alcohol absolut,
aa 25.0, injected with a Braun syringe. The surrounding parts
are first disinfected, the portio opened with a speculum and
parts held with ball forceps ; Hegar dilator used if necessary.
Two grams of the solution are used in acute inflammatory con¬

ditions with exudation. The menses are arrested by fifteen to
twenty irrigations and this temporary climacteric which lasts
two or three months is an important factor in the cure. Neo¬
plasms frequently subside completely with this treatment, and
where a pyosalpinx still requires operating, the indications are
much more accurately determined after the remarkable im¬
provement secured by the irrigations. Many chronic cases
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were so much improved that an operation ceased to be neces¬

sary, and in grave gonorrheal affections the ability to conceive
returned. No inconveniences were observed from this treat¬
ment in the 3,000 irrigations made in his clinic during the last
three years. Transient pain in a few cases was relieved at once
by repose or a morphin suppository, 0.01.—Therapeutische
Wochenschrift, August 22.

Oil of Wintergreen as an External Application In Rheumatism.—
According to M. Lemoine, local applications of oil of winter-
green are valuable in rheumatic fever, acting more rapidly in
relieving pain than salicylate of soda and being less liable to
produce tinnitus or giddiness, which sometimes follows the use
of the latter drug. He soaks a piece of lint in two or three
drams of the essential oil, and applies it to the skin ; the whole
is then completely covered by oiled silk, which well overlaps
the lint, and carefully bandaged so as to prevent external evap¬
oration. The application is made over the painful spot if this
is conveniently situated ; if otherwise, the thigh or arm is
chosen. In this case the oiled silk should be long enough to
encircle the limb, and the absorption of the salicylate of
methyl which forms some 40 per cent, of the oil produces
almost as good result as if applied to the seat of the pain. This
method of treatment answers very well also in some cases of
sciatica and, according to M. Siredey, in chronic rheumatic
affections, where it may be used for a considerable time with¬
out any ill effects, either local or general. Here it acts better
when applied directly to the affected joints than when the dress¬
ing is placed round the shaft of the bone. The strong smell of
the oil is the only inconvenience. The same application has
proved useful in relieving the lightning pains in a case of loco-
motor ataxia. The use of oil of wintergreen as an external ap¬
plication in chronic and subacute rheumatism is not anything
novel, though the particular method of its employment may
perhaps be so. Mr. J. D. Staple, however, used it in the
Stockport Infirmary several years ago as a liniment combined
with an equal quantity of olive oil, and reported that in only
two out of a hundred cases of chronic rheumatism did it fail
to relieve the pain.—Lancet.

The Treatment of Surgical Tuberculosis with Koch's New Tuber·
culln.—Eve (Lancet, September 18, p. 705) reports eight cases
of surgical tuberculosis subjected to treatment with Koch's
new tuberculin (T. R. ). Three cases of tuberculous disease
of joints, without sinuses or evidence of softening of caseous

material, were the only ones in which favorable results were
observed. Two of these were examples of early tuberculosis
of the elbow and hip respectively. Of these it was thought
that the same results might have been anticipated from surgi¬
cal rest, improved diet, etc. In the other, occurring in a patient
with relapsing tuberculosis of the knee of four years' duration,
it seemed probable that the remedy exercised a favorable influ¬
ence. One case was an instance of tuberculous peritonitis
with ascites, which was treated immediately by celiotomy.
During the administration of the tuberculin there was no
reaccumulation of the fluid, but the child continuously lost
weight. It was necessary to give the tuberculin slowly and
gradually, owing to the weakly condition of the child, and to
avoid pyrexia. The remaining four cases were all examples of
tuberculosis with sinuses. These, with one possible exception,
were absolutely uninfluenced by the treatment. The sinuses
did not heal and in three instances operation was ultimately
required. The case of a child with tuberculous tenosynovitis
of the dorsum of the hand seemed clearly to show that no

immunity to tuberculosis was established by the treatment.
The tuberculous material had become caseous and broken
down, with sinus formation, but was not, in the ordinary
acceptance of the term, septic. After the conclusion of the
course of treatment with tuberculin, all of the tuberculous
material was freely and carefully removed by operation, no

bone disease being found. The wound healed by first inten¬
tion, but two or three weeks later recrudescence occurred in
the scar and subjacent tissues. The exceptional case referred
to occurred in a patient with tuberculous epididymitis. A
sinus that remained after the opening of an abscess healed
during the administration of tuberculin. The personal im¬
pressions of the results of the new remedy are summed up as

follows : Some slight, although no markedly favorable, influ¬
ence may be exerted in cases of early tuberculosis of joints or

in which no evidence of softening of caseous material exists,
but the effect when caseous material has broken down, and
especially if the disease has become septic, is negative.

Recovery after Stab-wound of the Heart and Pericardium.—Will¬
iams (Medical Record) has reported the case of a colored
expressman, 24 years old, who, during an altercation, received
a stab-wound through the fifth costal cartilage, injuring the
internal mammary vessels and wounding the pericardium and
heart. The wound was about an inch long, three-fourths of
an inch to the left of the sternum, through and in the long
axis of the fifth cartilage. With a probe only a superficial
wound could be made out, but during the night there was such
persistent hemorrhage, pain over the cardiac area, short,
sharp, shrill cough and such pronounced symptoms of shock
that a re-examination on the following morning showed that
the knife had penetrated the fifth costal cartilage in its long
axis at least far enough to wound the internal mammary artery
and veins. When the knife had been withdrawn the elastic
cartilage had closed behind it, preventing the introduction of
the probe the night before. Operation was decided on and
the original wound lengthened to the right as far as the middle
of the sternum. A second incision about six inches in length
was made from the center of the first and carried over the
middle of the cartilage and fifth rib. The sternum, cartilage
and about one inch of the fifth rib were exposed. The carti¬
lage of the fifth rib was separated at its junction with the
sternum and at a point two and a half inches from the sternum
and one-fourth of an inch from its attachment to the rib. The
inferior attachments of the incised piece were separated,
leaving the superior ones in place. The incised piece was

reflected upward, making an opening about two inches long
and one and a half inches wide, bringing the internal mammary
vessels into view. These vessels were ligated above and below
with small catgut. This large opening permitted easy ligation
and manipulation. To secure additional room an incision was
made in the fifth intercostal space. The heart and lung being
displaced backward, a small punctured wound of the heart
about one-tenth of an inch in length and about half an inch to
the right of the right coronary artery, between two of its late-
eral branches, was seen. The wound in the pericardium was
about an inch and a quarter in length. There was no hemor¬
rhage from the heart or the pericardium. The edges of the
pericardium were held by long, smooth forceps and a continu¬
ous suture of fine catgut was introduced. Before the pericar-
dial wound was closed it was irrigated with normal salt solution.
Catgut was used in closing the intercostal and subcartilag-
inous wounds and silkworm gut in the cartilages and the skin.
A few silkworm gut sutures were left long in the external
wound, so as to permit of easy removal in case this should
become necessary on account of infection or hemorrhage. A
dry dressing was applied. The surgical progress of the case
was not especially eventful. An effusion formed in left
pleural cavity and in that of the pericardium. An incision in
the seventh left intercostal space, two inches long parallel to
the rib, gave exit to eighty ounces of bloody serum. There
was no further complication and the patient left the hospital,
well, seven and a half weeks after the reception of his injury.
He was subsequently at work in the stock yards at Chicago
two years later, and again three years later.
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